Volume II Issue 2
March, 2019

www.MontanaPlaywrights.org

The official newsletter of the Montana Playwrights Network
Montana Playwrights Network
Board of Directors

MPN HAS A HOME!

President
Pamela Jamruszka Mencher
Vice President
Robert L. Holter
Secretary
Janice Jamruszka-Wilson
Treasurer
Pearl M. Allen
Regional Representatives
Central District:
Jane Ogle
Northern Highlands:
Jay Pyette
Western Slope:
Leah Joki

Featured in this issue:


Update on the 2019 Montana Premiere Project



Queen City Roundup of Cowboy Poets, Playwrights
& Storytellers



Details about the Helena Avenue Theatre (HAT)



And more inside!

Greetings from the President
Hello, everyone! 2019 is off to a busy and productive
start. MPN’s 2019 Montana Premiere Project is up and running.
Participating theatre companies have chosen scripts from
Pamela Mencher

among submissions from MPN members and are busy with preproduction plans. For the names of selected playwrights, win-

ning scripts, and the producing theatre companies, go to page 5 in this issue.
The Queen City Roundup of Cowboy Poets, Playwrights & Storytellers has
come together very well, and promises to be unique, informative and entertaining. Slated for April 26 & 27, more about this exciting event is on pages 3
& 4 of this issue. Complete details are posted on our excellent website at
www.MontanaPlaywrights.org. Click on the link on the home page to see the
schedule, presenter bios and workshop descriptions. Sign up today, as seating
is limited. You can register for any of these events on the website.
The MPN Board of Directors is very excited to announce the creation of the
new Helena Avenue Theatre! We are making final arrangements now, and
expect the space to open in May, 2019. For more information, go to page 6 in
this newsletter.
Don’t forget to submit your stories, plays, poems or memoirs about Montana
for our 2020 publication project. See details on the last page of this issue.
And, last but not least: we encourage you to renew your membership if you
haven’t already. We’ll be updating the membership page on the website by
March 15 and we don’t want to drop anyone off the list. Most of MPN’s services
are only available to current members, (including conveniently receiving MPN
News in your inbox) and we don’t want you to miss out. As the organization
continues to grow, we’ll be creating more and more opportunities for all kinds
of writers, performers, theatre companies and related businesses.
As you can see, MPN has a lot to offer, something for nearly everyone! Be a
part of this state-wide network and connect with other writers and performing
artists; take advantage of writing competitions and opportunities for publication that enhance your visibility and exposure; and plan on visiting us at our
new home: the Helena Avenue Theatre!
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MPN 2019 Montana Premiere Project
This event is the first of what we hope becomes an every-other-year project of the
Montana Playwrights Network. The purpose of the MPN Premiere Project is to provide
opportunities for playwrights to receive a fully realized production of their original
scripts. As incentive for Montana theatres to take a risk in producing new, unknown
plays, MPN agreed to provide participating theatres with a production stipend to offset
costs.
For this first go-around, we put out a call for plays in 2018, and both one-acts and
full-length plays were submitted by MPN members. These “blind” submissions were
forwarded to three producing groups, who then selected either a collection of one-acts
as a single production, or chose a full-length play from the many outstanding original
scripts. Many thanks to our members for submitting their works for consideration,
and to three theatre companies for being a part of this first-ever, 2019 MPN Montana
Premiere Project!

The Poppoviches
A Full-length Comedy
By
Leah Joki

The Vorbit Incident
A Full-length Play
By
Jay Kettering

“Plumb Local”: A Collection of One-Act Plays
Jay Kettering’s Flotsam, Jetsam, and Bill
Pamela Mencher’s Montana Fish Story
Cynthia Webb’s Driver’s Ed

The Montana Playwrights Network is thrilled to share the news that we
are creating a small performing arts and events facility, the Helena
Avenue Theatre, located in the historic district near the old train depot.
MPN decided to pursue this plan after discovering a lack of appropriately
equipped, affordable or available space for many of its events; and after
visiting with independent producers and performing arts groups, we realized
that others were faced with the same challenge in housing their own activities. As a result, MPN took action to make a space for itself and others to
use.
The vision for the Helena Avenue Theatre is
to serve as an incubator-style space for
individuals and organizations to rehearse
and present theatre productions, recitals,
music concerts, speakers, meetings,
conferences, workshops, classes,
receptions, unique fund-raisers, and other
special events within the Helena community.
Chances are that you, someone you know,
or a group that you’re involved with will need
a place to house meetings or special
projects. Beginning in May, 2019, this can
be available to you for an affordable rate
at the Helena Avenue Theatre!
Contact us as soon as possible to reserve
your time slot for your project and for more details about the terms of
use. Send an email of inquiry to montanaplaywrights@gmail.com.
Plans for the Helena Avenue Theatre include 73-75 seats for theatre
audiences, control booth, box office, dressing rooms, costume studio, green room, stage, state-of-the-art lighting, sound equipment,
and storage for costumes and stage properties.
While MPN has resources necessary to cover basic remodeling costs, we
need assistance funding theatre seating, stage and drapery, sound and
lighting equipment. Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated,
and may be submitted on our website: www.MontanaPlaywrights.org
or on our GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/mpn039s-helenaavenue-theatre. Or, checks made payable to the Montana Playwrights Network may be mailed to the Montana Playwrights Network, PMB 2052,
1 Jackson Creek Road, Clancy, MT 59634. If you would like more information about specific funding details, please send us an email and we’ll respond immediately. Thank you for your consideration and please join us today in making this vision a reality! Thank you for your support.



On this back page of MPN News, we’ll print any announcements you might like to share with our membership and the general public that highlight writers’
news and associated events around Montana. Send us
your information and we’ll include it in the next MPN
News issue to come out in May, 2019.



If you want a copy of MPN’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, just send a note to:
montanaplaywrights@gmail.com.



Share this newsletter with your friends and anyone
else who you think might be interested in our events
or joining the Network. Go to our website to get
more information: www.MontanaPlaywrights.org.

Take advantage of this "Members Only" opportunity!

Open Call for the "Montana Voices" Publication Project
“Montana Voices” Competition Complete Guidelines available on our website.
(Previously titled “Montana Monologues” & “Montana Tales”)

www.MontanaPlaywrights.org
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: October 1, 2019
MPN welcomes one of our newest Organizational Members:
The Experimental Theatre Cooperative!
The non-profit Experimental Theatre Cooperative (ETC) supports the development of regional theatre
artists, playwrights, and their work, producing an annual Play Fest in Helena, MT.

Call for Plays
Last Chance New Play Festival in Helena: 2019
All Montana playwrights are invited to submit short plays for a possible production in
"Montana Short Cuts", a suite of ten-minute plays to be presented at the 2019 Last
Chance New Play Fest. Plays must be original work, not previously produced or published, and written on the theme "Genetically Modified." Pieces must work with minimal sets and require no more than four actors. Submitted plays will be judged blind
and must have a run time of 8-12 minutes.
Details at: https://www.experimentaltheatrecoop.org/call-for-submissions

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: July 15, 2019
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